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 Approximately 50 volunteers attended—most of them part of theĐ

dinner fellowship program--giving the residents the opportunity to cookĐ

hamburgers and brats for the guests.Đ

 The short program included the recognition of a community partnerĐ

and two graduates living successfully in recovery.Đ

 Genesis Detox was recognized for “Being a good community partnerĐ

and for empowering men to be self-sustaining” and Michael Gatewood andĐ

Rodney Hardy “for living in recovery and serving as partners to the SerenityĐ

Inn community.”Đ

Michael Gatewood & Rodney HardyĐ
attended the 2011 celebration at ICCĐ

“No one is immune from addiction; it afflicts people of all ages, races, classes,Đ

and professions.”Đ



Where Are They Now?Đ

(The 11ĐthĐ in a series of interviews with Serenity Inn graduates)Đ

    byĐ

 Jim Milestone describes Serenity Inn as a “wonderful life-saving place,” a place that was thereĐ

to help him when he needed saving in August of 2010.  Jim entered treatment at Serenity Inn whenĐ

his lawyer was able to strike a deal with the judge in Green County where Jim was serving time forĐ

disorderly conduct and bail jumping, convincing the judge that Jim’s time would be better served inĐ

treatment than in prison.Đ

 Jim’s time at Serenity Inn was his first time in treatment, but he also came to his addictionĐ

later than most addicts.  He lived without addiction and without any legal troubles until his mid 40s,Đ

in fact, when he started mixing alcohol with prescription drugs.  Before that time his only legalĐ

trouble came at age 42 in the form of a speeding ticket.Đ

 Arriving at Serenity Inn, Jim found the environment toĐ

be the safe place he needed and the other residents veryĐ

helpful in his recovery as they built trust with each other andĐ

shared their stories.  He especially remembers Rodney’sĐ

help in this context.  Jim found the dinner fellowship eachĐ

evening to be a bright spot in the day, meeting the guestsĐ

who bring dinner and share fellowship 365 evenings a yearĐ

and sometimes tell their own remarkable stories ofĐ

addiction and recovery.   Jim also found ever so helpful theĐ

one-on-one counseling with the staff, namely, theĐ

innkeeper, the addiction counselor, and the executiveĐ

director.Đ Jim MilestoneĐ

 Jim continues the journaling he started at the Inn, finding it enlightening and a release—Đ

especially in dealing with frustration.  One of his frustrations these days is living so far away from hisĐ

children, ages 11 and 15, who moved recently to Dallas with their mother.Đ

(Jim’s story continues on the next page)Đ



 Since leaving Serenity Inn on June 1, 2011, Jim has found a better job in a small printingĐ

business in the Milwaukee area, and he is saving up to buy a car.  His goals are simple: to stayĐ

clean, to keep his job, and to maintain a good support system, including friends like those he madeĐ

during his time at Serenity Inn.Đ

Where Are They Now?Đ

(Jim’s story continued)Đ

 Pr. Joe has been involved with Serenity Inns almost from the beginning, as far back as 1999Đ
when a group of ELCA pastors from the central city calling themselves  the Northside Strategy, metĐ
weekly to discuss how to deal with the web of addiction that was crippling so many individuals andĐ
families.  Over time and using Samaritan Inns in Washington, D.C. as a model, Serenity Inns wasĐ
born with the help of Habitat for Humanity, whose members rehabbed a house at 29ĐthĐ and BrownĐ
which became the Inn.Đ

 Pr. Joe observes that the value of Serenity Inns extends to the whole community and to theĐ
whole church in that it acclimates individuals and congregations to the issues of addiction and theĐ
importance of walking with men in recovery, and, on the journey, nurtures an individual’s own faith.Đ

 The dinner fellowship is especially important in thisĐ
regard because it brings people face-to-face with those inĐ
recovery and in the process helps them to see alcoholismĐ
and drug addiction as an illness.Đ

  ItĐ
is because he has made it his life’s mission toĐ
advocate for those caught in the web of addictionĐ
that cripples families and often leads toĐ
incarceration.Đ

 And Serenity Inns is just one example of his dedication to this mission.  Serving as Pastor ofĐ
Cross Lutheran Church for 34 years from 1967-2001, he has gone on to hold leadership positions inĐ
other central city groups like MICAH, Project Return, WISDOM, and the Martin Luther King ScholarshipĐ
Committee.Đ

 Unselfish, dedicated, faith-filled, and passionate, Pr. Joe Ellwanger has been,  is, and continuesĐ
to be a blessing to Serenity Inns and to an inestimable number of individuals whose lives he hasĐ
touched.Đ
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 To provide structured housing and rehabilitative services inĐ

an environment of support and accountability that will give addicted men theĐ

opportunity to rebuild their lives.Đ

Join us for the third annualĐ

 at theĐ

The ICC is located at 631 E. Chicago Avenue, Milwaukee, Wisconsin.Đ


